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Portugal is usually known by its nice weather, food, wine and hospitality.  
What you probably did not know is that we are also home to some great diving sites.

Santa Maria

Diving day and night, in sandy, rocky or mixed 
seabeds, in caves or shipwrecks. The potential of 
the Azores is almost endless in terms of diving 
spots and types of diving. It offers adequate spots 
for various experience levels, from beginners to 
professionals, and the adventure may start with 
simple snorkelling in order to leisurely enjoy the 
abundant marine life of the archipelago’s crystal 
clear waters. On the other hand, diving in an ocean 
bank is a guarantee for an adrenaline rush, and for 

memories that will persist in our mind. When we 
return, both a certainty and a doubt come up: the 
desire to return to the sea, and the difficulty in 
choosing a new spot to discover.

Island



Haliotis Dive Center

Haliotis Dive Center in Santa Maria is situated in 
Hotel Colombo, with internal access to it.  We have the 
best conditions for our guests; changing rooms, rental 
or purchase of equipment, tanks, compressor and class 
room, and also a professional team of PADI Instructors 
and Dive Masters to give the client’s the best service. 
To better serve you we have the biggest RIB’s in Santa 
Maria, with 9 and 10 meters, powered with two 150 HP 
YAMAHA and two 300 HP SUZUKI engines respectively. 
They both have sounder, GPS, oxygen kit and first aid kit; 
and for divers comfort are equipped with travelling seats 
and access ladders.  We also have two nine seats vans 
to guarantee all the transfers.  We are also an Aqualung 
Partner Center, a PADI 5* dive center and we use Bauer 
compressors.  Everything we need to make sure you dive 
safely.

WWW.HALIOTIS.PT

HOTEL COLOMBO
RUA CRUZ TEIXEIRA S/N
9580-471 VILA DO PORTO

TELM. +351 913 123 828
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Charming Blue Hotel 5*

Charming Blue – Monteiros House is an attractive 
hotel with refined decoration. Located at Vila do Porto –  
Santa Maria Island,  Azores, and surrounded by the 
traditional life of this charming city; the green and 
renewed landscapes of  Vila do Porto offer many 
surprises. Charming Blue also offers the best diving 
conditions to enjoy one of the most beautiful and rich 
underwater locations in Europe.  The main house, from 
1860, was recovered in 2014.  The Monteiros, a Noble 
family from the Azores, used to live in this house.  Art 
has been a common presence in all family generations. 
This is the main reason why in this Charming Hotel, you 
will find a very strong influence of art and history.

www.charmingblue.com
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Hotel Colombo

Hotel Colombo offers a range of different types of accommodation, all aiming to please you; standard bedrooms, 
senior suites and family suites.  All rooms have a balcony, direct dial telephone, mini-bar, satellite TV,  individual safety 
deposit box, air conditioning and private bathroom with hairdryer.  The hotel is situated at the north entrance to  
Vila do Porto, only 10 minutes from the airport and 5 minutes from the main town.  The facilities are carefully 
prepared to give you the ideal conditions for relaxation and enjoyment.  The privileged location of Hotel Colombo 
allows you to enjoy a beautiful view over magnificent landscapes while you relax by the pool, surrounded by green 
zones and an ample deck.  The health club offers a wide range of services: gymnasium, jacuzzi,  Turkish bath, massage 
and relaxation room, and soon we will be able to offer a heated indoor pool with due notice.  Relaxing body 
massages and facial treatments are possible.

www.colombo-hotel.com
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Dive Spots
Located in the south part of the Island, at approx. 4nm 
from the marina this is one of the Island’s mandatory 
dives. Comprised of several small pinnacles at one site, 
the lava formations and canyons are magnificent. In 
addition, there are two galleries that divers can pass 
through very easily.  The local is filled with small life and 
at times it is possible to see large pelagic fish there.  The 
dive itself starts at 7 meters; normally we go straight 
to a wall filled with beautiful Marguerite (parazoanthus 
axinellae).  Exiting that, we go into the first gallery 
located at 17 metres, exiting into a beautiful canyon at 
32 metres, turning right and ascending to 18 metres 
where large schools of damselfish crowd the wall of 
the pinnacle.  Going through a shelf we proceed into 
the second gallery that has three possible exits where 
some very beautiful, small coral formations are located. 
Sometimes there are a couple of very large groupers. 
Then ascend to 15 metres, passing through lots of small 
lava formations where moray eels can be seen, again 
we end up at a small plateau near the point where we 
began the dive.  There is still time to go and see Veronica, 
a big resident moray eel that exists at the very end of 
the dive.  This dive spot is in front of Praia Formosa, 
considered one of the best beaches by The Guardian in 
2013.
This spot is also a reserve created specifically for diving.

PEDRINHA

Close to Vila da Maia this dive spot harbours an amazing 
quantity and diversity of life; from groupers to barred 
hogfishes and big schools of triggerfish. It is a small islet 
that goes down to 17 metres.  
This spot is also a reserve created specifically for diving.

BAIXA DA MAIA

An amazing cavern where you can find huge stingrays 
and schools of small fishes. Its name, (Blue Cave in 
English), comes from the fact that when you came out of 
the cave you will find an amazing blue colour.  Maximum 
depth is around 17 metres.

GRUTA AZUL
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A reef that starts at about 15 metres deep and goes 
down to 50 metres.  This is a very nice place to spot 
pelagic fishes, and sometimes mantas.

JOÃO LOPES

This dive spot is located in front of São Lourenço bay. 
It is a deep reef with some big underwater pinnacles. 
You will find big groupers on the bottom and schools of 
barracudas are common on the surface. It starts at 20 
metres and goes down to 50 metres.  

BAIXA DE SÃO LOURENÇO

Dive Spots

Located in the north side of the island at 3nm from 
shore and 9nm from the marina, this is without a 
doubt one of the best dives in the Azores/Europe and 
the world. From late June to mid-October there are 
normally groups of 12-20 manta rays there, it is not 
unusual to see 40-50 at the same time; the record is 63. 
Large pelagic fish are also quite common here. Large 
schools of barracuda and tuna sometimes make their 
appearance, as well as bait ball from the small oar fish 
that the mantas try to eat! 
This spot is also a reserve created specifically for diving.

AMBRÓSIO 
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Dive Spots - Extras

Formigas are a group of very small islets located North-
North-East of the island.  Along with Dollabarat Dive, 
(the two are normally made in the same day), this is 
one of the most fantastic dives the Azores have to offer. 
Being a marine reserve, large schools of different species 
can normally be seen here, with special interest in the 
large pelagic.  Located at 24 nm from the island of Santa 
Maria and 30 nm from the marina, the travel itself can 
be a fantastic experience, most of the time dolphins 
and whales are seen on the journey there.  Since it is an 
offshore dive the visibility can be impressive; some days 
at the East wall of Formigas, where we have depths of 60 
metres, the bottom can be seen from the surface.  There 
are many possible dives here for all levels of divers, but 
the more common is on the north point, turning then to 
the East side.  Normally there is no need to go beyond 
15-18 metres deep, but at times the large school of fish 
or corals that exist there may require the divers to go a 
bit deeper.  Other pelagic such as sharks and mantas can 
often be seen here.

DOLLABARAT & FORMIGAS
Due to the necessary conditions to reach this dive spots it is 

recommended that you book them locally
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Local Information

7mm semidry suit.  The visibility of the seas of the Azores can be up 
to 30 meters.  Visibility varies according to the time of the year and 
the specific weather conditions of each day,  and it is best during the 
summer months. 
Water temperature varies from 18ºC to 24ºC.

DIVING

Throughout the year, the sea temperature ranges from 18ºC to 24ºC. 
Temperature is, in fact, higher towards the end of the summer season. 
In winter it is common for the sea temperature to be higher than the 
air temperature.

SEASON

Euro; credit cards are accepted everywhere.

CURRENCY

PADI Open Water Diver or equivalent (all agencies accepted)

PRE-REQUISITS

INCLUDED:

• 10 Dives (5 double dives including 12L tanks w/air and 
weights);
• Haliotis Dive Guide;
• Diving insurance;
• Snack between dives;
• Transfers from and to the airport;
• Accommodation during 7 nights with breakfast.

NOT INCLUDED:

• Equipment rental;
• Nitrox;
• 15L Tanks;
• Flights;
• Extra Spots (Dollabarat & Formigas);
• Extra dives;
• Any other service not specified in “Included”.

WWW.HALIOTIS.PT

HOTEL COLOMBO
RUA CRUZ TEIXEIRA S/N
9580-471 VILA DO PORTO

TELM. +351 913 123 828

santamaria@haliotis.pt



Contact Us

SESIMBRA

PORTO DE ABRIGO DE SESIMBRA
FREGUESIA DO CASTELO
2970-143 SESIMBRA

TELM. +351 913 123 828
sesimbra@haliotis.pt

SANTA MARIA

HOTEL COLOMBO
RUA CRUZ TEIXEIRA S/N
9580-471 VILA DO PORTO

TELM. +351 913 123 828
santamaria@haliotis.pt

FAIAL

FAIAL RESORT HOTEL
RUA CONSUL DABNEY
9901-856 HORTA

TELM. +351 913 123 828
faial@haliotis.pt

PENICHE

CASAL DA PONTE S/N
PENICHE
2525-376 ATOUGUIA DA BALEIA

TELM. +351 913 123 828
peniche@haliotis.pt

MADEIRA

HOTEL DOM PEDRO BAíA
ESTRADA DE SÃO ROQUE
9200-126 MACHICO

TELM. +351 913 123 828
madeira@haliotis.pt

SÃO VICENTE

HOTEL OASIS PORTO GRANDE
C.P. 103
PRAÇA AMILCAR CABRAL

TELM. +351 913 123 828
saovicente@haliotis.pt

FOLLOW US:

www.facebook.com/haliotis.pt

www.youtube.com/haliotistv

www.tripadvisor.com
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Diving day and night, in sandy, rocky or 
mixed seabeds, in caves or shipwrecks. 
The potential of the Azores is almost 
endless in terms of diving spots and types 
of diving. It offers adequate spots for 
various experience levels, from beginners 
to professionals, and the adventure may 
start with simple snorkelling in order to 
leisurely enjoy the abundant marine life of 

the archipelago’s crystal clear waters. On 
the other hand, diving in an ocean bank is 
a guarantee for an adrenaline rush, and 
for memories that will persist in our mind. 
When we return, both a certainty and a 
doubt come up: the desire to return to the 
sea, and the difficulty in choosing a new 
spot to discover.

Portugal is usually known by its nice weather, food, wine and hospitality.  
What you probably did not know is that we are also home to some great diving sites. 

Faial Island



Haliotis Dive Center

Haliotis Dive Center in Faial is situated in Hotel 
Azoris Faial Garden with internal access to it. We 
have the best conditions for our guests; changing rooms, 
rental or purchase of equipment, tanks, compressor 
and class room, and also a professional team of PADI 
Instructors and Dive Masters to give the client’s the 
best service. To better serve you we have the biggest 
RIB in Faial, with 12 meters powered with two 300 HP 
YAMAHA engine. It has sounder, GPS, oxygen kit and 
first aid kit, and for divers comfort “Lioti” is equipped 
with travelling seats and access ladders. We also have 
two nine seats vans to guarantee all the transfers. We are 
also an Aqualung Partner Center, a PADI 5* dive center 
and we use Bauer compressors. Everything we need to 
make sure you dive safely.
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www.azorishotels.com/faialgarden/hotel

Hotel Azoris Faial Garden 

Hotel Azoris Faial Garden is at a walking distance of 
the historical center of the Island. It has 131 rooms.  All 
rooms have air conditioning, TV, telephone, internet and 
mini-bar.  We also have a panoramic restaurant, function 
halls, a swimming pool, jacuzzi, sauna, gym, various sports 
facilities, and a car park.
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Hotel Horta

Hotel Horta is located in Horta, island of Faial,  Azores, 
and offers 79 comfortable rooms and 1 luxury suite, 
all equipped with air conditioning, cable TV,  telephone, 
safe and private restrooms with hairdryers.  The hotel’s 
panoramic restaurant offers international and regional 
dishes.  The bar and the lounge offer views of the 
outdoor pool, the pool bar and the garden. 
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Dive Spots
A very calm and sheltered bay that offers an amazing 
diversity of life, from small creatures to pelagic fish.  A 
ten minute boat ride gets us there. It starts at six metres 
deep and goes down to twenty metres.

ENTRE MONTES

A natural reserve that is in fact an old submerged 
volcano.  A vertical wall starts at five metres and goes 
down to eighty metres deep.  The perfect spot to watch 
all kinds of life, from tuna to groupers.  The landscape is  
also amazing.

BOCA DAS CALDEIRINHAS

Closer to Pico Island these two small islets offer very 
nice dives.  Starting from ten meters and going down to
fifteen, you can enjoy big schools of fish and an amazing 
scenery.  When the currents are strong it is common to 
do a drift dive.

ILHÉUS DA MADALENA
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Sunken specially for diving, this old boat is still intact. 
Laying on a sandy bottom at twenty meters deep it is 
always surrounded by big schools of triggerfish, and on 
the bottom you can find big schools of mullets. If you are 
certified you can also do some wreck penetration.

PONTÃO 16

This vertical wall is full of life. On top of that you will find 
a small cavern on the bottom that is home to millions 
of small shrimps.  You can also find some barred hogfish 
and small crustaceans, as well as some of the famous blue 
slipper lobsters.

PAREDE DO ALMEIDA

Dive Spots
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Dive Spots - Extras
PRINCESS ALICE BANK
What is probably the most well-known diving spot of the Azores is located 45 nautical miles away from Faial 
Island and 50 nautical miles away from Pico Island.  This submarine mountain is characterised by the existence of 
a considerably large area with minimum depths of 35-40 metres, surrounded by an area of more than 100km with 
depths above 500 metres.

Due to the necessary conditions to reach these dive spots it is 
recommended that you book them locally

The trip takes more or less 3 hours. It provides unique moments with a magnificent landscape of the shores of Faial 
and Pico Islands, together with the big chance of sighting various specimens of turtles, dolphins and whales.
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BLUE SHARK POINT

If you choose this spot you will certainly have strong emotions with the elegant and beautiful blue shark.  
The best season for diving here is between July and September.
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Local Information

PADI Open Water Diver or equivalent (all agencies accepted)

PRE-REQUISITS

INCLUDED:

• 10 Dives (5 double dives including 12L tanks w/air and 
weights)
• Haliotis Dive Guide
• Diving insurance
• Snack between dives
• Transfers from and to the airport
• Accommodation during 7 nights with breakfast

NOT INCLUDED:

• Equipment rental
• Nitrox
• 15L Tanks
• Flights
• Extra Spots (Banco Princesa Alice, Banco do Condor)
• Extra dives
• Any other service not specified in “Included”

7mm semidry suit.  The visibility of the seas of the Azores can be 
up to 30 meters.  Visibility varies according to the time of year and 
the specific weather conditions of each day, and it is best during the 
summer months. 
Water temperature varies from 18ºC to 24ºC.

DIVING

Throughout the year the sea temperature ranges from 18ºC to 24ºC. 
Temperature is, in fact, higher towards the end of the summer season. 
In winter it is common for the sea temperature to be higher than the 
air temperature.

SEASON

Euro;  credit cards are accepted everywhere.

CURRENCY
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Contact Us

SESIMBRA

PORTO DE ABRIGO DE SESIMBRA
FREGUESIA DO CASTELO
2970-143 SESIMBRA

TELM. +351 913 123 828
sesimbra@haliotis.pt

SANTA MARIA
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FAIAL
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9901-856 HORTA
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faial@haliotis.pt

PENICHE

CASAL DA PONTE S/N
PENICHE
2525-376 ATOUGUIA DA BALEIA
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peniche@haliotis.pt

MADEIRA

HOTEL DOM PEDRO BAíA
ESTRADA DE SÃO ROQUE
9200-126 MACHICO
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madeira@haliotis.pt

SÃO VICENTE

HOTEL OASIS PORTO GRANDE
C.P. 103
PRAÇA AMILCAR CABRAL

TELM. +351 913 123 828
saovicente@haliotis.pt

FOLLOW US:
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