
Portugal is usually known for its’ pleasant weather, good food, wine 
and hospitality; however, in relation to diving, it is still somewhat 
unknown.  
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We guarantee that in Portugal there are dives of 
excellence...and where? 

In the archipelago of the Berlengas. It has been a 
marine reserve since 1981, and is also currently a 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.  

For many it is considered the best diving destination 
in Europe.



Haliotis Dive Center

The Haliotis Diving Center started in 2004 in Peniche, 
and immediately came to transform diving in Portugal. 
Over the years it has repeatedly been considered the 
best PADI center in Portugal. In Peniche the dive 
center continues to operate exclusively in the Berlengas 
Biosphere Reserve, where it has more than 50 diving 
points to satisfy all levels of divers. There are two  

semi-rigid boats, perfectly adapted to the conditions 
of this region, fully equipped with all the specific 
equipment for diving. The current facilities are the 
culmination of several developments, and there are; a 
swimming pool, training center and a modern filling 
station Bauer Pure Air. This dive center in Peniche is 
also a center for nautical training and a surf school.
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Hotel MH Peniche

MH Peniche provides a relaxing and welcoming 
environment, fitting into a sea and beach setting. 
Modern and elegant, it allows every guest to get close 
to nature. The 120 rooms, all with panoramic views, 
offer you the comfort you need and the excellence you 
demand, giving you a unique stay, whether for leisure or 
business. Spread over three floors, and of two different 
types, the 120 rooms are carefully furnished and designed 
to a high level of comfort, and offer unique views. 

There are also three suites and one room for guests with 
restricted mobility, totally equipped and adapted to 
meet your needs. All rooms have a private balcony and 
are equipped with free Wi-Fi, air conditioning, cable 
TV, digital radio, digital newspapers, digital concierge, 
airport information, internet TV, minibar, expresso coffee 
machine, safe, bathrobe, personal hygiene products and 
hairdryer.

www.mh-hotels.pt
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Hotel Star Inn

The Hotel Star Inn Peniche, located opposite the Praia 
Cova da Alfarroba beach and just a few short metres away 
from the city centre, is a hotel of reference in the region, 
due to its combination of comfort and quality in a relaxed 
atmosphere, which invites you to enjoy the many outdoor 
activities and is in direct contact with the sea. For lovers 
of local flavour, the Hotel Star Inn Peniche also has the 
“Vasco da Gama” restaurant where you can try dishes 
with the tangy smell of the sea and delicious regional 

www.hotelstarinn.com/peniche

cuisine, not to mention the selection of options for your 
free time; ranging from our “Sala Baleal” with snooker 
and TV and “Bar Almirante” to the esplanades for a 
relaxing break. Facilities: indoor heated swimming pool, 
outdoor swimming pool, wellness center, table tennis, 
wireless internet throughout the hotel, meeting rooms 
and the private car park are all part of our hotel’s great 
services, set in a prime location.
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Dive Spots

Another relatively sheltered wreck, near Berlenga, that 
can be practiced even when other sites are prohibited 
by time. The most interesting area is next to the boilers, 
inhabited by large residents but the cavername has also 
many interesting holes to explore. It usually has large 
Pargos that walk alone or in small schools. In addition, as 
it is in a zone of confluence of currents it is usual to see 
Moon-fish in half water.

ANDREOS

This low in the Stelae is the richest area in Sargos of all the 
Berlengas, where the shoals that walk down the wall, up 
the wall, are often impressive. The low has also a wreck, 
the Sapho, which has much to explore. Cavername,

BAIXA ALAGADA

boilers and even a toilet that gives something comical air 
to the thing. It has the potential to be a beaten area and 
often with strong currents.
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Dive Spots

Another new spot for Haliotis is located in the Stelae. The 
Mule is made up of two cliffs which, due to the shape of 
its walls, the water gives a great kick when the sea is brave. 
That’s where your name should come from. The SE diving 
of the cliffs is usually started and counterclockwise. The 
NE wall has a large amphitheater with several recesses, 
the depth reaches 30 meters. When looking up is that 
becomes aware of the amount of fish. 

PEDRA DA MULA

This is the simplest dive in the Berlengas. The cova-do-
sono is a sheltered bay with a maximum depth of 12 
meters, and in which we often find ourselves at depths 
of 2 meters. This may give the idea of   an uninteresting 
dive but it is not at all like that. The cova-do-sono has 
caves with great inhabitants. Abróteas and Lavagantes 
have several walls filled with holes to inspect, great for 
“macro” photos, has food areas in which it is impressive 
the amount of Sargos, Salemas and Safias that gather in
 

COVA DO SONO

 schools that seem to have no end. In order to complete
the picture, the pelagic incursion into the bay is frequent, 
as in the case of Charéus and large Chicharros, which 
feed on the schools of small fish that seek shelter there. 
Cova-do-sono is often chosen as the second dive of the 
day, when divers seek a quieter dive but with many points 
of interest. It is a significant dive without current, with 
normal visibility of 10/15 meters.

Sargos in white water, Bogas, Choupas and Carapaus 
in the body of water, Great Seabass to appear from the 
bottom and pelagic in the summer. It is curious to pass 
through the funnel to access the SW part of the cliffs, 
always with the fish around us. It is a dive that requires 
calm sea.
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This lowland north of Berlenga is a fantastic diving spot, 
dangerous for navigation. The head comes out of the 
water in the great tides and has a ramp in which the water 
rises and the fish feeds up to 30 meters. The amount of 
fish is often enormous, Sargos, Saimas, Sea Bass, Lilies 
and Pigfish are frequent. In the background there are 
walls covered with red gorgonias (Paramuricea Clavata) 
and a wreck, Gomes VIII, from which we can see the 
caldera, bits of the engine and still cavername. It is an 
exposed dive and with frequent current.

RINCHÃO

This is the dive that everyone wants to do. The cliff of 
the Rabo-de-asno is famous for its wall covered with red 
Gorgónias (Paramuricea Clavata), and its grotto. The 
blue water makes the wall resemble a wall of coral as 
we usually find in the tropical seas. In certain parts the 
density of the Gorgonians practically covers the stone. 
Inside the cave we continue to have the walls lined with 
Gorgonias and the schools of Fanecas even cover the 
view. It is a habitual dive which causes pelagics to feed 
along the wall and at the ends of the cliff there are usually 
sea breams.

RABO-DE-ASNO

Dive Spots
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Local Information

INCLUDED: 

• 10 Dives (5 double dives including 12L tanks w/air and 
weights) 
• Haliotis Dive Guide 
• Diving insurance 
• Snack between dives 
• Accommodation during 7 nights with breakfast
• Transfers from and to the hotel

NOT INCLUDED: 
 
• Transfers from and to the airport (on request)
• Equipment rental 
• Nitrox 
• 15L Tanks 
• Flights 
• Extra dives 
• Any other service not specified in “Included”

PADI Open Water Diver or equivalent (all agencies accepted) 
PRE-REQUISITS

DIVE

SEASON

CURRENCY

7 mm semi-dry suit. The visibility of the sea in   Berlengas is often 
more than 25 meters. The visibility varies according to the time of year 
and the specific weather conditions of each day, and is best during 
the summer and autumn months. The water temperature ranges from 
14°C to 18°C.

Euro; credit cards are accepted everywhere.

In Berlengas we can dive all year round, but the best time is from  June 
to October.

WWW.HALIOTIS.PT

CASAL DA PONTE S/N
ATOUGUIA DA BALEIA

2525-376 PENICHE

peniche@haliotis.pt
TELM. +351 913 123 828



FOLLOW US:

Contact Us

SESIMBRA

PORTO DE ABRIGO DE SESIMBRA
FREGUESIA DO CASTELO
2970-143 SESIMBRA

TELM. +351 913 123 828
sesimbra@haliotis.pt

SANTA MARIA

HOTEL COLOMBO
RUA CRUZ TEIXEIRA S/N
9580-471 VILA DO PORTO

TELM. +351 913 123 828
santamaria@haliotis.pt

FAIAL

FAIAL RESORT HOTEL
RUA CONSUL DABNEY
9901-856 HORTA

TELM. +351 913 123 828
faial@haliotis.pt

PENICHE

CASAL DA PONTE S/N
ATOUGUIA DA BALEIA
2525-376 PENICHE

TELM. +351 913 123 828
peniche@haliotis.pt

MADEIRA

HOTEL DOM PEDRO BAíA
ESTRADA DE SÃO ROQUE
9200-126 MACHICO

TELM. +351 913 123 828
madeira@haliotis.pt

SÃO VICENTE

HOTEL OASIS PORTO GRANDE
C.P. 103
PRAÇA AMILCAR CABRAL

TELM. +351 913 123 828
saovicente@haliotis.pt

www.facebook.com/haliotisPeniche

www.youtube.com/haliotistv

www.tripadvisor.com

peniche@haliotis.pt


